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Figure 1. COVID-19 cases reported weekly by WHO Region, and global deaths, as of 4 July 2021**
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Predicted dominance of variant Delta of SARS-CoV-2
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Using numbers of SARS-CoV-2 variants detected in
Japan as at 13 June 2021, relative instantaneous repro-
duction numbers (R ) of the R.1, Alpha, and Delta vari-
ants with respect to other strains circulating in Japan
were estimated at 1.25, 1.44, and 1.95. Depending on
the assumed serial interval distributions, R, varies
from 1.20-1.32 for R.1, 1.34-1.58 for Alpha, and 1.70-
2.30 for Delta. The frequency of Delta is expected to
take over Alpha in Japan before 23 July 2021.

Article submitted on 15 Jun 2021 / accepted on 08 Jul 2021 / published on 08 Jul 2021

on 25 April in 10 of the 47 prefectures in Japan. During
the fourth wave in Japan, public health and social
measures against COVID-19 included the closure of
restaurants, cancellation of mass gathering events and
requests to ‘stay home’. New cases decreased in early
May and the emergency state in Tokyo was lifted on 20
June, but new cases in Tokyo started increasing again
hereafter [3]. As at 20 June, the R.1 variant, Alpha and
Delta VOC are circulating in Japan in addition.
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